
April 15, 2012    Re:  832:338, Mon/Thurs, 9:50 to 11:10 am, Scott 207 – Section Two 
 
 
Dear Students Interested in my Fall Semester 2012 Health and Public Policy: 
 
Thank you for your interest in my course. While there is no prerequisite, it’s best if you’ve first taken the Introduction to 
Planning, Policy, and Health (762/832:101, a/k/a Intro to PPH-101).   
 
By the catalog, this course serves up a three-credit comparative and analytical study of health services in the United States and 
selected other countries [and provides a] theoretical framework for viewing organizational issues in the delivery of health 
services. While the status of the 2010 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is still up in the air, some things are stable and 
so, even now, I know the course will generally cover these areas: 

• The basics of the American health care delivery system from a policy perspective:  
 

o We’ll examine the role of government, by exploring the historical and current policies that set government health 
care delivery and support systems up and keep them in motion. 
 

 In so doing, we’ll develop a working knowledge of the origins, purposes, current programs, and critiques 
of Medicare, Medicaid/SHIP, SCHIP, Veterans Health Administration, and other federal and state health 
initiatives. 

 
o We’ll examine the role of government regulation of private health care delivery and payment systems. 

 
 In so doing, we'll “follow the money” through the system and develop and understanding of the interaction 

of health care industry, the insurance industry, and government regulations, and examine traditional and 
reform models of private health care delivery and coverage.  

 
• Historical comparative systems work, from 1880 as to Germany, Australia, New Zealand, and Britain, and contemporary 

comparative systems work, as to both western democracies and other regimes. 
 

• In-class short-answer midterm and short-answer endterm exams will assess learning for the above topics; in addition, 
students will have the opportunity to write on some of the following issues: 
 

o the politics, policy, and culture of the constitutional debate over the ACA; 
o health care for the aged, including policies about funding long-term care; 
o women's health care, especially but not only fertility and contraception, and breast cancer; 
o men’s health care, especially the odd case of prostate cancer; 
o tort reform as regards medical malpractice policies; 
o end-of-life issues, the Kevorkian debate; 
o the historical development and current state of AIDS/HIV policy; and, 
o policies addressing addiction and alcoholism. 

 
• I also anticipate at least several guest speakers, one a health care lobbyists on the industry side, and one working within 

health care reform on the consumer side, and likely a sitting New Jersey Assemblyperson and/or New Jersey State Senator. 

There will be four 6-page papers (short, crisp, well-written 1,500 word essays on assigned topics), a short-answer midterm, and a 
short-answer endterm. Each of those six items will be worth 15% of the grade, and then 10% for attendance and participation. 
The reading load, depending on the best sources, may be up to 60 pages per week. I’ll teach the course to its 300 level, and I 
reasonably expect full participation making a better experience for you, for your classmates, and for me.  
 
Because the Court will not rule until the early summer of this year, the syllabus will not be finished until mid-August. This is 
clearly the domestic public health policy of our age, it should be integrated into our studies, and so my timing is intentional to 
best exploit the public conversation to our pedagogical advantage.    
 
If you have questions, it’s probably best to hold them until August because I won’t know more until then. In the meantime, have 
a good rest of the semester and summer.  
 
Marc D. Weiner, J.D., Ph.D. 
Assistant Research Professor, Associate Director and Faculty Fellow 
Bloustein Center for Survey Research, Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy, Rutgers, The State University. 


